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The NABU Museum will open its doors to the public for the first time with an 
exhibition entitled Millenia of Creativity. This exhibition will be presenting 
exceptional pieces of the archeological collection of the museum all the while 
drawing parallels with modern and contemporary art.                                                                       

Opening on September 22nd 2018 at 6:00 pm
Under the patronage of His Excellency Mr. Saad Hariri. 

On the coast of the Mediterranean in North Lebanon at Ras ach-Chaq’a or Theoprosopon of 
classical times, in the village of El Heri, stands the Nabu Museum. Named after the Mesopotamian 
patron god of literacy, the museum offers an exceptional permanent collection of early 
Bronze and Iron Age artifacts, antiquities from the Roman, Greek, Byzantine, Phoenician and 
Mesopotamian epochs, rare manuscripts and ethnographic material. The museum’s collection 
also includes examples of local and regional modern and contemporary art by key artists such 
as Amin al-Bacha, Adam Henein, Dia Azzawi, Helen Khal, Omar Onsi, Mustapha Farroukh, 
Ismail Fattah, Khalil Gibran, Paul Guiragossian, Ahmad Moualla, Shafic Abboud, Rafic Charaf, 
Mustafa Ali, Shakir Hassan al-Said. In addition, there is an exceptional collection of works by 
Saliba Douaihy. covering all phases from the early 1930s until his death in 1994. Notable in 
the Nabu’s collection is a unique selection of Cuneiform tablets and Phoenician stelae dating 
from 2330 to 540 B.C.E that recount epic tales, give indications of other economic systems, 
information on ethnic groups and maps of ancient cities. The museum also holds an extensive 
collection of 19th and early 20th century photographs and postcards. The library houses books 
on art, archaeology, history, geography, and a collection of rare manuscripts.

Millennia of creativity- a confrontation between past/ present
Even if artists are constantly looking for ways to break away from traditional modes of 
production of the past, their inspiration is inherently and directly informed by this universal 
aesthetic. By forging links between ancient civilizations and contemporary cultural production 
we find competing understandings of extremes in harmony. Working with fragments of our 
shared histories artists always reinterpret and offer a new reading, give us a sense of the 
unknown, questioning our modes of thinking and understanding of civilizational history and 
the more recent past. The evoked sense of timelessness creates a feeling of vertigo, a perceived 
anachronism by confronting two competing historical realities in unexpected ways. Hence, 
artists like Ismail Fattah, Hassan Shaker Al Said and Dia Azzawi are pioneers of the modern 
Iraqi movement, have filled the gap between modernity and cultural heritage establishing a 
new aesthetic language for Arab art. An example of a work shedding light of this connection 
is the work of Dia Azzawi , inspired by the epic of Gilgamesh, representing “ Ishtar’ ,goddess 
symbolizing the female gender, of love and war like that of Eros and Thanatos. For others, 
the more recent urgency in preserving cultural heritage inalienable heritage and identitarian 
of each civilization are a direct reaction to vandalism of cultural heritage. In her most recent 
series of war shells entitled “Perpetual Identities”, Katya Traboulsi demonstrates that art is 
paradigmatic in the hopes that cultural production will always surpass our fragility and our 
non-ending violence. Just as in Mahmoud Obaidi’s  installation (Ford 71) inspired by recent 
turmoil and warfare during the US invasion of Iraq in 2003, challenges us to think about the 
urgency of preserving our artistic and cultural heritage. In parallel to these juxtapositions, the 
exhibition presents an important selection of works of modern and contemporary Lebanese 
artists and artists from the region.



Fateh Moudarres | The Earth
Oil on canvas
70.3 x 50.3 cm  
© 2018 NABU Museum 

Ismael Fattah | Untitled
Gouache on paper
70 x 56 cm 
© 2018 NABU Museum 



Saliba Douaihy | Bay of Jounieh overlooking Ghosta 
Acrylic on canvas 
58.42 x 91.44 cm 
© 2018 NABU Museum 

Amin El Bacha 
Oil on canvas, 1991
37.5 x 28.4 cm 
© 2018 NABU Museum 



Core formed perfume 
Amphoriskos
2nd-1st century BC 
© 2018 NABU Museum 

Mold blow glass
Syro-Palestinian Coast
3rd-4th century AD 
© 2018 NABU Museum 

Pendant shaped like pitcher, 
tooled
Islamic,3rd-4th century AD 
© 2018 NABU Museum 

Terracotta - mold made 
Megarian bowl 
1st century BC
© 2018 NABU Museum 



Information & Contacts
NABU Museum

El-Heri Village, Qada’ Al-Batroun, North Lebanon

Tel: (+961) 6 541 341  –  (+961) 6 541 941
Tel: (+961) 1 985 377
Fax: (+961) 1 980 630

Email: info@nabumuseum.com
Website: www.nabumuseum.com

Location; https://goo.gl/maps/hyuSukh3NvQ2

Connect with us:
https://www.facebook.com/nabumuseum/

https://twitter.com/nabumuseum
https://www.instagram.com/nabumuseum/
Twitter Instagram Facebook: @nabumuseum


